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The Evolution of China Higher Education Thoughts

since the Reform and Opening up
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Hunan University, Changsha 410082, China)

Abstract: Since the reform and opening up, the evolution of China higher education
thoughts has mainly experienced four stages. The basic evolution logic is that the focus of
cultivation idea has changed from knowledge transmission to capacity development, and till
to all-round quality improvement; the value has transformed from being subordinate to polit-
ical needs, to serving economic construction, and then to actively promoting human and so-
cial development; the development idea has developed from extension to connotation; the re-
form idea has also changed from unilateral reform to comprehensive reform. Then, it reveals
that China higher education reform should be guided by the right thoughts, by emancipating
the mind, rooting in China reality and collecting the wisdom from the greatest majority of
the people.
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